
2008 begins a new cycle of continuing 
education credits as the 2007  (2 
year) cycle is completed.  This means 
by December 31, 2007, every doctor 
needs to have 40 hours of continuing 
education completed.  The only excep-
tion would be for new doctors who ac-
tivated their license in 
2006/2007.    
 
It is important to remem-
ber that 2 hours needs to 
be Fraud and Ethics train-
ing.  This course may be 
completed on-line by the 
following procedure:  
1. Go to www.dconline.us. 
2. Click register button. 
3. Click the CEU area by selecting 

the small round button—
registration. 

4. Select the CEU button again and 
then click continue 

5. Select the course (fifth from the 
bottom of the list) and click con-
tinue. (SD Ethics in Chiro Pratice 

6. Select your payment plan and click 
continue. 

 
Also, please remember that a maximum 

of 24 hours of the 40 hours 
can be in one technique.  If 
hours are not submitted by 
December 31, 2007, there is a 
$100 fine and you will have 
until   January 31st, 2008 to 
submit the required hours.   
   
If you have any questions, you 

may contact Marcia Walter at 605-
668-9017 or myself at 605-229-1212 
or go on the website at http://
chiropractic.sd.gov.  Have a Very 
Merry Christmas and Holiday Season!     
      submitted by Mark Bledsoe, DC 

40 HOURS CONTINUING EDUCATION DUE 
DECEMBER 31, 2007 

LICENSE RENEWAL FEES ARE DUE!!! 

Reminder…..The Chiropractic Board 
of Examiners has implemented a fine 
for late fee payments.  Any license 
renewal fee ($200) not received in 
the executive directors office on or 
before December 31, 2007 will be 
considered delinquent.  A $100 fine 
will be assessed along with the nor-
mal renewal fee to be paid by Janu-

ary 15.  Further board action may 
be taken after January 15th if re-
newal fees and fines are not paid.   

CA radiographic certification renew-
als are also due December 31, 
2007. 
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Information hotline 

The mandatory massage therapy practice law has 
been in effect since July 1, 2005 and licensing 
started in November 2006.  It has been brought to 
our attention that a number of unlicensed massage 
therapists are providing their services in chiroprac-
tic offices across the state.  Please ask your mas-
sage therapist to see their license or go to the Ros-
ter of Licensees at http://doh.sd.gov/boards/
Massage/PDF/Roster.pdf.  If they cannot provide 
their license or you cannot find them on the Roster 
they must cease practicing massage until they are 
licensed.  The penalty of practicing without a license 
is such:  (SDCL 36-35-10) "Practice of massage or 
representation as in practice without license--
Misdemeanor- -Civil penalty--Injunction.  Any person 
who engages in the practice of massage or holds him-
self or herself out to the public as engaged in the 
practice of massage without a license pursuant to 
this chapter is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor and 
upon conviction the court shall assess a civil pen-

alty of one thousand dollars payable to the mas-
sage therapy board.  The state or the massage 
therapy board may file a civil action to enjoin any 
person engaging in the practice of massage without a 
license."   
 
Also, SDCL 36-35-8 requires that "any person en-
gaged in the practice of massage in this state shall 
conspicuously display a valid license from the board 
in the person's place of business." A 
 
Any non-licensed massage person can either call the 
Board of Massage Therapy (271-7103) or go to the 
website http://doh.sd.gov/boards/Massage) and 
download the application for licensure.   
 
We trust you have every intention in following the 
law and will make a point to only have licensed mas-
sage therapists working in your professional office. 
         submitted on behalf of Massage Therapy Board 
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LECY ELECTED AS DISTRICT I DIRECTOR 

MASSAGE THERAPY PRACTICE LAW 

tic Association, the South Dakota Chiropractic Asso-
ciation and has served as President of the Black Hills 
Chiropractic Association. In 2007, Dr. Lecy was 
named Chiropractor of the Year by the South Dakota 
Board of Chiropractic Examiners.  
 
Headquartered in Greeley, Colo., the NBCE is the 

international testing organization for the 
chiropractic profession. Established in 
1963, the NBCE develops, administers and 
scores legally defensible, standardized 
written and practical examinations for can-
didates seeking chiropractic licensure 
throughout the United States and in many 
foreign countries. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS DR. LECY!!! 

GREELEY, Colo.—Robin R. Lecy, D.C., of Rapid City, 
S.D., was elected District I Director of the National 
Board of Chiropractic Examiners (NBCE) during the 
Annual Meeting on May 4, 2007, in St. Louis, Mo.  
Dr. Lecy replaces Dr. Jerry Blanchard and will serve 
three years as District I Director; the district in-
cludes the states of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Ne-
braska, North Dakota, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Washington and Wyoming.   
 
Dr. Lecy is a 1979 graduate of North-
western College of Chiropractic and is a 
private practitioner in Rapid City.  He 
currently serves as President of the 
South Dakota Board of Chiropractic Ex-
aminers, a position he has held since 
2003. Dr. Lecy is involved in the American Chiroprac-



Information hotline 

In the past 2-3 years clinic promotions seem to 
cause more discussion and confusion than any other 
single item on the agenda of the South Dakota Board 
of Chiropractic Examiners.  
 
Before I discuss this topic any further, the following 
is the South Dakota Board of Chiropractic Examiners 
rules and regulation controlling the conduct of DC’s 
in reference to advertising: 20:41:09:07.01 #6: Ad-
vertising free or discounted examination or services 
(which we cannot do). Advertising which offers free 
or discounted service for public ser-
vice programs must be pre-approved 
by the board. 
 
It has been determined by the 
Board that advertised promotions 
for new patients by offering a spe-
cific list of services, consultation, 
exam, spinal analysis, x-rays, report 
of findings, etc. for a specific re-
duced fee or items to be donated to a specific char-
ity, is in violation of the advertising discounted ser-
vices rule. 
 
The Board has always tried to give the new doctors 
coming into our state as much latitude as possible to 
establish a practice with a variety of ethical promo-
tions – however a $5.00 fee or a can of food to be 
donated for services is a gross violation of 
“advertising free or discounted services”. 
 
The Board, upon the recommendations of the Ethics 
Committee, will be taking an even more active role 
with advertising promotions of this nature. Along 
with the determination that these promotions violate 
the Rules and Regulations governing all Chiropractors 
of South Dakota, the Board may consider requiring 
the doctor using any promotion or similar discounts 

to print a retraction approved by the Board.  If 
there is any question whether or not your ad is within 
the rules of chiropractic in South Dakota, please 
email a copy to the board office at sdbce@iw.net so 
it can be reviewed. 
 
Now a short reference to “contracts” or service 
agreements RE: 20:41:09:01 “Patient care and 
charges…. No charges may be made which overesti-
mates the advice and services rendered. This prob-
lem has surfaced primarily following a doctors atten-
dance at a practice management seminar. These 

courses are not familiar with the various 
regulations of different states and there-
fore not all programs these courses promote 
are within the laws of the various states.  
 
Call them what you want, but if you are hav-
ing patients sign a contract for a certain 
number of services over a specific period of 
time for a set amount of dollars, this is a 
service agreement and it is illegal. In essence 

you are entering into an insurance agreement which 
we are not licensed to do. 
 
Whereas the majority of complaints are submitted 
by our peers (they know the rules), we are seeing an 
increase in the number of inquiries submitted by pa-
tients dealing with discounted services. 
 
Again, if you have any questions of any nature in ref-
erence to your clinic promotions, please give us a call 
or better yet email your proposed advertisement/
question to the board office at sdbce@iw.net so we 
can review, make suggestions and approve. We are 
more than willing to spend the time necessary to help 
you with your promotional material now in order to 
save you and your staff time plus the cost to you of 
any necessary retractions. 
              submitted by Donn Fahrendorf, DC 
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PROMOTIONS?????  CONTRACTS????  

Sanctions may be given for advertising 
free or discounted exams or services. 



Information hotline 

Below are excerpts from a Channel 6 News investiga-
tion in Kissamee, Florida, posted November 13, 2007. 
 
Doctors Claim Credit for Central Florida Classes 
They Never Attended.   
 
About 1,500 chiropractors gathered recently for the 
Florida Chiropractic Association’s National Conven-
tion in Osceola County.   Doctors keep their medical 
licenses by earning continuing education or CE cred-
its – required classes on ethics and preventing medi-
cal errors… 
- A local 6 investigation found many get credit 

without ever stepping foot inside a classroom. 
- A local 6 producer received credit for 20 hours 

of education without stepping foot in the class-
room.  In fact, the Local 6 employee was coached 

by convention staff on how to get signed off for 
credits she never earned. 

- But the state board, fed up with years of lax en-
forcement, has made identification checks and 
verifications mandatory beginning next April…. 

- Watch Local 6 News for more on this story. 
 
Chiropractic does not need this type of negative pub-
licity. This can be prevented.  We in South Dakota 
are not exempt from these types of investigations 
and want to let doctors know that our board agrees 
with the stance the Florida Board of Examiners is 
taking.  Attending continuing education classes bene-
fits both the Doctors and their patients.  If you 
want to read or follow this article, it can be found at  
http://www.local6.com/firstnews/14589971/
detail.html                   submitted by Mark 

mandated hours requirement of sexual boundaries.   
 
Also, for those Doctors certified in acupuncture, 
beginning in 2008, 12 hours of continuing education in 
acupuncture will be required during  each  two year 
education cycle.  Letters will be sent to those certi-

fied to perform acupuncture with information 
regarding this requirement. 
                                submitted by Mark Bledsoe, DC 

As we roll into 2008 and our next two year cycle, the 
board will be requiring 2 hours on sexual boundaries.  
This again will be offered through DConline 
and through the SDCA.  Please watch your 
brochures for the times and locations.   
 
For those who attend Northwestern’s 
homecoming, the boundaries hour being 
presented in 2008 will not apply to our 
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PRESCRIPTIONS FOR TENS UNITS 

ATTENDANCE or NON ATTENDANCE 

2008/2009 CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

quiry is a qualified yes. A chiropractor in the State 
of SD has the privilege of prescribing TENS units or 
other like devices to their patients. This does not 
mean that they can set up a whole sale business or 
distribution center for just anyone who walks 
through the door. A prescription infers that the per-
son getting the prescription has been examined by 
the doctor and the doctor has a sound clinical basis 
for the prescription.            submitted by Mark Steiner, DC 

A health care company recently contacted the board 
to determine if our practice act authorizes South 
Dakota chiropractors to write prescriptions or or-
ders for TENS and other electrical nerve stimulation 
devices such as microcurrent electrical nerve stimu-
lators, so that their patients are able to obtain such 
devices (via rental or purchase) for self-
administered treatment(s) outside the clinical set-
ting (i.e., at home or work).   The answer to this  in-

2 hours sexual boundaries 
mandated for 2008/2009 



Information hotline 

Chiropractic assistants are currently not regulated in 
South Dakota. The Chiropractic Board of Examiners 
is concerned with patient protection first and fore-
most and wants to ensure that patients receive the 
best of care from chiropractic staff that are well 
trained and able to deliver quality care to 
them. The board is also concerned that third 
party payers may be entering into the regu-
latory business which we feel is the responsi-
bility of the board.  The board would like to 
be able to provide for chiropractic assistant 
certification in an efficient manner and with 
one uniform means of ensuring quality of care vs. 
various third party payers introducing a variety of 
credentialing criteria.  Therefore, the bill being pre-
sented by the Chiropractic Board of Examiners will 
require chiropractic assistants to be certified by the 

Board.  The proposed bill would give the board rule-
making authority to establish training and education 
requirements in administrative rule and would allow 
the board to charge a certification fee of no more 
than $100.  The exact fee will be determined during 

the rules making process but will be no more than 
$100.  This is similar to the language for chiro-
practic renewal fees.  Currently six states 
(Tennessee, Arizona, Florida, Maryland, Nevada, 
and Oregon) regulate chiropractic assistants with 
others beginning the process to do so also. The 
board currently certifies chiropractic x-ray tech-

nicians in a similar manner as presented with this leg-
islation. The language presented in the bill is also 
similar to regulation in place regarding medical assis-
tants (36-9B) and dental assistants (36-6A).   
                         submitted by Marcia Walter, Executive Director 

 
The Board of Examiners would like to thank Dr. 
Joe Carr for serving as peer review chairman 
for the last few years.  Thank you for an out-
standing job!  We are pleased to announce that 
Dr. Gary Konstant began serving as peer review 
chairman on July 1, 2007.  Welcome aboard! 

 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILIES FROM THE  
SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF  
CHIROPRATIC EXAMINERS!! 
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LASAR THERAPY 

LEGISLATION UPDATE 

 

may be used this way, as could ultrasound or electri-
cal stimulation. However, this does not constitute 
acupuncture, which D.C.s are certified to do in this 
state, when licensure requirements are met. Also it 
should be remembered, if laser was used over merid-
ian points it must still be billed as laser and not as 
acupuncture. 
            submitted by Mark Steiner, DC 

The board occasionally is asked if lasar therapy is 
approved for use by Chiropractors in South Dakota.   
Laser therapy is approved for use in the State of 
SD, it may even, in some instances, be an allowed bill-
ing under code, 97139, which is the code for an un-
specified modality. Usually records would have to be 
presented to get reimbursement for this service.  In 
many instances, use of modalities over meridian 
points is a valid treatment procedure. Laser therapy 



SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC 
EXAMINERS 

 
 

2008 BOARD OF EXAMINERS MEETINGS 
 
 
April 12, 2008—Chamberlain 
 
June 6, 7, 2008—Canistota 
 
September 19, 20, 2008—Chamberlain 
 
December 5, 6, 2008- Canistota 
 
 
IF YOU HAVEN’T RECEIVED YOUR 2008 LI-

CENSE CERTIFICATE, THEN YOUR RENEWAL 
FEE HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED AND/OR HOURS 
HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED.  RENEWAL FEES 
AND HOURS ARE DUE IN THE BOARD OFFICE 

BY DECEMBER 31, 2007!! 

 

Mission Statement:   
The mission of the South Da-
kota Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners is threefold:  to 
protect the continuing health, 
welfare, and safety of con-
sumers of chiropractic ser-
vices by ensuring that quali-
fied chiropractors are li-
censed and their practice is 
regulated by enforcement of 
updated statutes, rules, regu-
lations, and board policies, 
including continuing education and consumer com-
plaint processing. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We’re on the web 
http://chiropractic.sd.gov 

407 Belmont Avenue 
Yankton, SD  57078 
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